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DC REPORT 
Hi Members,
Wow, the year has got off to a flying start and our Christmas rally seems a distant memory, but not so distant 
that we cannot mention the winning team! Once again, we had a fun day, although the Amazing Race per-
haps more fun for some, than others:)

Dancers put in a stellar performance in the Amazing Race, coming home first, well ahead of all the other 
teams, however, it was the Vixens that managed to take out the overall winner trophy on the day. In addition 
to bringing out the very best of our riders in terms of sportsmanship, our Team Challenge always produces 
some surprises too. Who knew that Ieshah’s show pony was a games champion in disguise??  Congratula-
tions to the Vixens team, headed up by Rosie and Ciara and including Mia, Yianni, Lana, Jack, Jessie and Ie-
shah, congratulations to all of our riders, for making the most of this event and congratulations to our parents 
and supporters for pitching in and sharing the load, so that we could all enjoy the day.

Speaking of games ponies, the State qualifying event for games is coming up very soon (1st May) and we 
would love to send a team to represent YHPC. Historically, we have always been strong contenders in the 
games field, so a shout out to our budding games riders.   Jodie Bissicks has kindly offered to hold an op-
tional games session in session 3 of our rally on Sunday. If you are interested in participating in this session, 
please let me know in advance, so that we have an idea of numbers.

At the time of writing, I have just returned from a rather chilly and very wet day at Yeringberg. Despite the 
weather doing its best to spoil this event, some very brave riders endured the tough conditions and I am 
pleased to advise that Rosie Brocksopp took out 1st place in the EA 95 section!! A real shame that for the 
first time in many years, YHPC did not have a team entered into this event and let’s hope that next year it 
does not coincide with both school holidays and the State Interschools event.  Our Zone hosts this event and 
all clubs are therefore required to make a significant contribution, both before and during the event.  A very 
big thank you must go to Tony Brocksopp who bore almost our entire club workload, spending many hours 
and weekends at Yeringberg, preparing for this event. Thank you also to Gen, Rosie, Ciara, Destinee and Jo 
Stubbs who assisted with the event pack up – an enormous task for only a few families to tackle.

The first of what we hope to be the beginning of a series of clinics was held in March, with much success. A 
big thank you to Fiona Heseltine and Ciara for assisting with the organisation and running of the clinic.  It is 
so exciting to be back to normal rally plans, here’s hoping we get through the remainder of the year with 
minimal Covid restrictions.

Please read on for lots of information and photos and the return of our “Rider Profiles,” which we hope you 
enjoy.
See you on Sunday
Happy riding,
Sinéad Hanlon
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Dear Members, 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Easter.

What a year we have all had. The Covid Pandemic has certainly turned our lives upside down in all as-
pects. Hopefully we are now on track for a much improved year.

The YHPC Committee has worked hard during the pandemic to try to keep the club alive . 
It was most unfortunate that we were unable to run either of our major fundraisers. This has had a huge 
economic impact on the club .We hope this year we will be able to run both.

We were lucky enough to run a fantastic Clinic with Simon Tainsh (4 * Eventer ) and Sue Leslie, who is one 
of the highest qualified instructors around. Those who attended really benefited from this day . Hopefully 
we will be able to do more of this and have more of our riders take advantage of expert coaching on our 
home grounds.

We are holding our AGM after the rally on Sunday.This is a great opportunity to join the committee and 
have a voice on how the club runs .Without a working Committee, our Pony Club rallies alone would not 
happen,  nor would we be able to run tour events and our facilities would ultimately suffer .

I implore you to consider standing for a committee position this year. There are many interesting roles avail-
able, as we would love to see more social events, more fundraisers and more grants applied for. If you are 
interested, please chat to any of the current Committee to find out a little more about what is involved. I am 
of the belief that if we all do a little, it certainly lightens the load .

As previously advised, prior nominations for a position on the Committee were required by Sunday 11th 
April, however, if all positions are not filled, nominations can be taken from the floor .

I look forward to seeing everyone at the AGM on Sunday.

Tony Brocksopp 
YHPC President 
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NEWS...

RALLY GROUPS.. 
As we enter a new pony club year, some changes to groups have taken place, as we try 
and find the best fit for all of our riders, taking into account the ability of the horse and 
rider combination, age groups and friendships. 
Grading and grouping is not an exact science and often riders’ abilities can vary across 
the disciplines. With this in mind, we work very hard to ensure that our riders are placed 
in groups that allow the group to operate at a similar level, where everyone can learn, be 
challenged and enjoy the rally. 
Please remember to let the DC know if you are on a new horse,or a horse that is not suit-
able for your regular group. 
Finally, we ask parents and riders to remain positive and encouraging at all times. particu-
larly when someone may be having a tough day. 

AGM 
Please be advised that this year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 18th 
April at the completion of the scheduled Pony Club rally. There is no better way to have 
your say, become involved in your club and make lifelong friendships, than joining a com-
mittee! 
All committee roles will be deemed vacant at the commencement of the meeting, so if 
you are interested in taking up a role on the committee, but feel unsure of what it might 
entail, please feel free to contact our club secretary Gen Brocksopp via 
yhpcsecretary@gmail.com 

Interzone Horse Trials
The Interzone horse trials will be held on the 8/9 May at Riddles Creek PC. This is a great 
event for any grade 4 or 5 riders to participate in a team event representing our zone. If any 
grade 4/5 riders are interested, more details can be found via the below link.
http://ponyclubvic.org.au/en-au/ride/stateevents/horsetrialsfestival.aspx

Games Zone Qualifiers 
The NMZ games qualifiers will be held on the 1st of May at Upper Yarra pony club. If any rid-
ers are interested in being part of a YHPC team, we will be holding a games practice session 
in the 3rd session at our rally on Sunday. All riders are welcome to attend , or if you cannot 
attend, but still would like to be a part of a team, let Sinead know at the rally or via email/
text. 

mailto:yhpcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:yhpcsecretary@gmail.com
http://ponyclubvic.org.au/en-au/ride/stateevents/horsetrialsfestival.aspx
http://ponyclubvic.org.au/en-au/ride/stateevents/horsetrialsfestival.aspx
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RIDER PROFILE

Age: 12

Horses Name/s
My horse’s name is Miss Molly. Molly is a 14.3 brown 
stock horse/riding pony. Surprisingly, her first owners 
used her to cut cattle, do showing and eventing. Her fa-
vourite discipline is easily cross country.

Favourite discipline: 
Cross country

When and where did you start riding? 
I started riding when I was 4 with my very first pony 
Blacky, who sadly died of cancer a few years later.

How often do you ride? 
I try and ride at least 4 times a week, ideally 5 

What are your horse/s personalities? 
Molly: has crazy mood swings, but is the sweetest and 
gentlest  horse I’ve ever met, as well as the smartest out 
of my 3! At home, she taught herself how to put her self 
away  - she’s smart  and sensible. Although she is a 
mare, so sometimes a bit moody.
Cruise: my mums horse is a OTT who was named cruise 
because he just used to cruise around.  He is controlled 
by his stomach and will push any fence over to get to 
food, often leaving him with injuries.
Honey: is a companion pony standing at only 10 
hands. We’ve had Honey for over 11 years, from project 
hope.  Although she can’t make any decisions by herself  
and has to follow Cruise around everywhere, she’s  
timid, gentle and sweet.

Biggest Influences: 
My family, to only name a few my pa, uncle and my 
mum.

 NAME: YIANNI 

Highlight of your riding so far: 
I don’t think I can name only one main highlight, I think 
I’ve had special moments with every horse I’ve had.  
With my current horse Molly, a highlight with her was 
when I learnt to trust her and realised that seeing her 
happy, was the best feeling in the world!

Riding Goals:
Just to continue improving and to have fun and learn as 
much as I can.

Pets:
My dog Henry, a Westipoo ( poodle x west highland ter-
rier)
And two very brave chickens, called Daphne and Velma. 

Hobbies/interests:
Horse riding
 
People I most admire: 
Edwina Tops Alexander.
My mum.

YHPC member whose profile you’d like to read 
next:
Eleanor Shepard
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 OUT AND ABOUT 

ENJOYING WATCHING 
SIMON TEACH AT THE CLINIC

ELIZA DOING AN AMAZING 
JOB ON HER NEW PONY 

WELL DONE TO KELSEY, PHOENIX 
AND DAN WHO HAD A VERY 
SUCCESSFUL TIME AT THE YARRA 
VALLEY EASTER SJ

GREAT JOB EBONY AT 
YARRA VALLEY EASTER 
SHOW

AMAZING EFFORT FROM ALICE 
WITH A FIRST PLACE AT YARRA 
VALLEY EASTER SHOW JUMPING

SHERIDAN AND LEO LOOKING 
GREAT AT NORTH EASTERN 
DRESSAGE
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UPCOMING EVENTS
18th April Hurstbridge PC Dressage Day

24th-25th April Tintern VEIS Horse Trials

2nd May YHPC May Rally

2nd May St Andrews PC Dressage Day

8th-9th May PCV Horse Trials Festival

16th May Yarraglen PC Supercross

16th May Mentone PC Showjumping

30th May Kangaroo ground PC Dressage Day

FUN FACTS
The eyes of a horse are bigger than those of any other land 
mammal, and the fact they are located on the side of their 
heads means they can see almost 360 degrees.

A horse has huge teeth! The space occupied 
by the teeth is greater than that occupied by 
the brain.

Studies showed that horses have excellent memories – possi-
bly even better than that of an elephant!


